HAVING COURAGE TO FULFIL YOUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY
· We will all at times encounter challenges, injustices and disappointments in life. In the book of Acts we read,
“We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.”  (Acts 14:22b)

· We all need courage to stand up for God in a world where secular and humanistic opinions so often oppose the things of God and where Believers can often be shunned for their faith

· We all need courage when we are going through great trials and when there appears to be no light at the end of the tunnel

· But we have a God in whom nothing is impossible. 

· I will start by looking at one incident in the life of King David which caused him to draw, as he so often did, on the LORD’s strength. 

· I will then share four keys that can help us all to have courage when we are going through trials and challenges in life
· I will then conclude by quickly sharing about the life of William Carey, a world famous missionary to India, who is often referred to as “The Father of Modern Missions”
KING DAVID EXPERIENCED MANY CHALLENGES AND DISAPPOINTMENTS IN LIFE, BUT BECAUSE OF HIS GREAT LOVE FOR GOD HE WAS ABLE TO HAVE THE COURAGE TO OVERCOME ALL THAT HE EXPEREINCED IN LIFE

In 1 Kings we see one such situation in David’s life:
“Now it happened, when David and his men came to Ziklag, on the third day, that the Amalekites had invaded the South and Ziklag, attacked Ziklag and burned it with fire, and had taken captive the women and those who were there, from small to great; they did not kill anyone, but carried them away and went their way.  

So David and his men came to the city, and there it was, burned with fire; and their wives, their sons, and their daughters had been taken captive. Then David and the people who were with him lifted up their voices and wept, until they had no more power to weep. 

And David’s two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite, had been taken captive. 
Now David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and his daughters. BUT DAVID STRENGTHENED HIMSELF IN THE LORD HIS GOD.” (1 Samuel 30:1-6)

“Then David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech’s son, “Please bring the ephod here to me.” And Abiathar brought the ephod to David. So DAVID INQUIRED OF THE LORD, SAYING, “Shall I pursue this troop? Shall I overtake them?” And He answered him, “Pursue, for you shall surely overtake them and without fail recover all.”              (1 Samuel 30:7-8)

KING DAVID THEN PURSUED WITH A TROOP THOSE PEOPLE WHO HAD RAIDED THE CAMP AND RETRIEVED EVERYTHING

HERE IN THIS PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE WE SEE DAVID IN A SITUATION WHICH HAD GREATLY DISTRESSED HIM BUT HE ENCOURAGED HIMSELF IN THE LORD.

LIKE DAVID, AT TIMES WE WILL ALL NEED TO HAVE COURAGE TO KEEP GOING ON IN LIFE

I WANT TO NOW SHARE 4 KEYS THAT CAN HELP US TO HAVE THE COURAGE TO OVERCOME THE TRIALS THAT WE EXPERIENCE IN LIFE AND TO FULFIL OUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY
1) HAVING A CLEAR GOD GIVEN VISION FOR OUR LIFE
· It is so important to have a clear God given vision for our life as a Christian.
· That we know what God has called us to do in life

· That we live continually for God’s Kingdom cause

· God has a unique plan for each and every believer’s life. The Apostle Paul wrote,
“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)
· It is only in pursuing God’s plan for our life that we will we experience true fulfilment and purpose in life
· Having a clear vision for our life helps us to stay focused, especially when we are going through tough times in life.

· It was having a clear vision and dream for his life to see apartheid abolished in South Africa that kept Nelson Mandela strong during his 27 years in prison

· Having a clear God given vision for our life helps us to fulfil God’s plan for our life and to OVERCOME discouragement in our life
· The bible clearly emphasises the importance of having a clear God given vision for our life and knowing the will of God for our life

· The Lord said to the prophet Habakkuk,

“Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it.” (Habakkuk 2:2a)
· In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; But happy is he who keeps the law.” (Proverbs 29:18)
· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)

· Having a clear God given vision for our life helps us to stay focussed during the storms of life   
2) HAVING AN UNSHAKEABLE TRUST IN GOD’S FAITHFULNESS

· If we continually put our trust in the Lord we will maintain our peace during the storms of life
· In the book of Isaiah we read,

“You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD forever, For in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:3-4)

· DAVID HAD AN UNSHAKEABLE TRUST IN GOD

· When all of their families had been abducted and when they threatened to stone David, David immediately sought the counsel of God. When we look again at  verses 7-8 of 1 Samuel chapter 30 we see how David always sought the Lord before making major decisions in life – HE TRUSTED IMPLICITLY THE GOD WHOM HE LOVED,

“Then David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech’s son, “Please bring the ephod here to me.” And Abiathar brought the ephod to David. So DAVID INQUIRED OF THE LORD, SAYING, “Shall I pursue this troop? Shall I overtake them?” And He answered him, “Pursue, for you shall surely overtake them and without fail recover all.” (1 Samuel 30:7-8)

· AS CHRISTIANS WE TOO SHOULD ALWAYS TAKE OUR CONCERNS AND CARES TO JESUS. THE APOSTLE PAUL WROTE,
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

· HAVING AN INTIMATE PRAYER LIFE HELPS US NOT TO BE OVERCOME WITH ANXIETY WHEN WE EXPERIENCE CHALLENGES IN LIFE

· THE BIBLE MAKES IT CLEAR THAT WE HAVE A GOD WHO ANSWERS PRAYERS

· JESUS HIMSELF SAID,
“Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.” “Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.” (Mark 11:22-24)

· THE APOSTLE JOHN ALSO WROTE,
“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.  (1 John 5:14-15)
· LIKE DAVID WE NEED TO JUST SIMPLY TRUST GOD AT ALL TIMES AND HE WILL SEE US THROUGH THE STORMS OF LIFE
· WE MUST SIMPLY BUILD OUR LIVES ON THE WISDOM AND PROMISES CONTAINED IN THE WORD OF GOD

“For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20)
· THE LORD SAID TO JOSHUA BEFORE HE LED THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL INTO THE PROMISED LAND,

“Be strong and of good courage, for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers to give them. (Joshua 1:6)

“Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. (Joshua 1:7)

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.”         (Joshua 1:8)

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)
3) THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER BELIEVERS

· The devil loves to isolate believers

· When Christians are isolated they are much more prone to being attacked by the enemy and becoming discouraged

· As Christians our God given destiny will ALWAYS be worked out in relationship with other believers

· For this reason the devil tries to isolate believers

· An ember in a fire place burns brightly whilst it is in the fire with the other embers

· The moment it is spat out of the fire an ember quickly grows dim and grows cold and dies out

The Apostle Peter wrote, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.  Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
· When we are connected to the life of a local church and are in fellowship with other believers we can be encouraged when we are going through trials in life.
· HAVING FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER BELIEVERS HELPS US TO REMAIN STRONG IN OUR FAITH AND TO FULFILL GOD’S DESTINY AND PLAN FOR OUR LIFE

In the book of Hebrews we read,

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”                   (Hebrews 10:23-25)
· TO ENCOURAGE MEANS “TO GIVE STENGTH TO”

· We all need to both encourage other believers and to be encouraged by other Christians ourselves

· HAVING REGULAR FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER BELIEVERS IS THEREFORE CRUCIAL TO US APPROPRIATING ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE, ESPECIALLY GIVEN THE DAYS THAT WE ARE NOW LIVING IN
· WHEN WE ARE PLANTED IN A LOCAL CHURCH OUR LIVES WILL BEAR MUCH FRUIT AS WE BOTH MINISTER TO OTHERS AND OTHERS MINISTER TO AND ENCOURAGE US. 
· IN THE BOOK OF PSALMS WE READ,
“Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God.  They shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be fresh and flourishing. (Psalm 92:13-14)
4) DEVELOPING OUR OWN INTIMATE PERSONALLY UNSHAKEABLE WALK WITH THE LORD

· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth and height - to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:17-19)
· CONTINUALLY MAINTAINING OUR FIRST LOVE FOR JESUS IS CRUCIAL TO LEADING AN OVERCOMING LIFE

· IF WE CONTINUALLY REMAIN CLOSE TO THE LORD WE WILL BE STRONG IN OUR FAITH AND BE READY FOR ANY TRIAL THAT WE MAY EXPERIENCE IN LIFE 
· One preacher said our faith is like our spare tyre

· For some people they only think about their faith when they get into trouble. The first thing we think about when we get a flat tyre is, “is there air in the spare?”

· IF WE CONTINUALLY MAINTAINTAIN AN INTIMATE WALK WITH THE LORD WE WILL ALWAYS BE PREPARED FOR ANYTHING THAT MAY COME OUR WAY IN LIFE
· THERE ARE TIMES WHEN WE WILL BE ALONE AND NOT ABLE TO CONTACT OTHERS FOR ENCOURAGEMENT (FOR EXAMPLE WHEN IN AN OVERSEAS COUNTRY DOING A MISSIONS TRIP)
· THERE MAY BE TIMES WHEN YOU ARE UNDER GREAT ATTACK FROM OTHERS OR YOU EXPERIENCE A MAJOR INJUSTICE IN LIFE
· IT IS DURING THESE TIMES THAT OUR OWN PERSONAL FAITH AND INTIMATE WALK WITH THE LORD WILL KEEP US STRONG. FROM OUR TEXT TODAY WE SEE THAT DAVID WAS STRONG IN HIS FAITH AND WHEN CONFRONTED WITH TRIALS ENCOURAGED HIMSELF IN THE LORD
“Now David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and his daughters. BUT DAVID STRENGTHENED HIMSELF IN THE LORD HIS GOD.” (1 Samuel 30:6)
· WHEN WE ARE CLOSE TO GOD WE WILL HAVE THE FAITH AND COURAGE TO OVERCOME ANY OBSTACLE OR HINDRANCE THAT WE MAY EXPERIENCE IN LIFE
· IN THE BOOK OF ISAIAH WE READ,

“He gives power to the weak, And to those who have no might He increases strength.  Even the youths shall faint and be weary, And the young men shall utterly fall, But those who wait on the Lord Shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint.  (Isaiah 40:29-31)

· IN THE BOOK OF ACTS WE READ,

“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marvelled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.” (Acts 4:13)

· IF WE CONTINUALLY MAINTAIN AN INTIMATE WALK WITH THE LORD WE WILL NOT BE OVERCOME BY THE STORMS OF LIFE AND WE WILL FULFUL OUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY

· AS WE STAY CLOSE TO THE LORD HE WILL DIRECT US THROUGH THE STORMS OF LIFE AND MAKE A WAY WHERE THERE SEEMS NO WAY.

· NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD

· IN PROVERBS 3:5-6 WE READ

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

I WILL NOW CONCLUDE BY QUICKLY LOOKING AT THE LIFE OF WILLIAM CAREY – A MAN OF FAITH AND COURAGE

· WILLIAM CAREY WAS A MAN OF FAITH WHO LOVED AND TRUSTED IN GOD – BECAUSE OF HIS STRONG FAITH HE ACHIEVED MUCH FOR GOD’S GLORY
Born to a poor weaver and his wife on August 17, 1761, Carey grew up in the small village of Paulerspury in Northhamptonshire, England. At the age of twelve, the time came for him to earn at least part of his living; thus he left school and was apprenticed to a shoemaker, later becoming a shoemaker. 
Though practically uneducated, William’s love of knowledge was not hindered by his trade or his great poverty, “…for before he was thirty-one he could read the Bible in Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Dutch, French, and English.”
· IT WAS BECAUSE OF THE FAITHFULNESS AND LOVE OF A MAN CALLED JOHN WARR THAT CAREY FIRST BECAME A BELIEVER

· In his later teen years, God placed John Warr into William’s life. They worked together as apprentices and after many debates, Warr’s Christ-like love, and William Carey’s attendance at prayer meetings with Warr; Carey finally converted to Christianity. 

· Joining with the Baptists, Carey became the pastor at a small church in Moulton and continued selling shoes to provide for his family. 
· It was during these days that God burdened Carey’s heart for the unreached people of the world. He drew a simple map of the world and began marking the places where the Gospel had not been preached, praying that the Lord would send harvesters into the enormous field of lost souls. 
· On May 30, 1792, after preaching out of Isaiah 54:2, 3, Carey put forth two thoughts that summed up his ministry and have since become an incredible missionary motto, “Expect great things from God; attempt great things for God.”

· On June 13, 1793, Carey, his wife and four boys, along with her sister and a doctor called Thomas set off for Calcutta, India. After a long five-month voyage, the party finally reached their destination. 

· BUT WILLIAM CAREY WAS TO EXPERIENCE MANY TRIALS IN INDIA THAT NEEDED COURAGE TO OVERCOME
· It took five years before Carey finally saw the fruit of his toiling when a man of Portuguese descent accepted Jesus Christ into his heart.

· THE CAREY FAMILY THEMSELVES EXPERIENCED MANY CHALLENGES WHEN THEY CAME TO INDIA
· In their first seven months in India they moved five times. In the eleventh month, after a struggle with fever in the heat, their five-year-old son Peter died.
· In the bewildering months that followed Dorothy, Carey’s wife, became increasingly deranged. She had lost two daughters in infancy in England but this was different.
· ‘She began to have delusions of Carey’s infidelity and would follow him around to catch him red-handed. She would…publicly accuse him in foul language, shouting obscenities and causing great embarrassment. She saw Carey as her enemy.’ 
· Carey considered that her problem may have been of a spiritual nature but concluded it was psychiatric in origin.
· Several friends and colleagues urged William to commit Dorothy to an insane asylum. But he recoiled at the thought of the treatment she might receive in such a place and took the responsibility to keep her within the family home, even though the children were exposed to her rages. 
· She suffered for a further 12 years, latterly in full confinement for her own safety, until her death of a fever in 1807. She was 51.
· HOWEVER BECAUSE OF HER COURAGE TO COME TO INDIA WILLIAN CAREY WAS ABLE TO DO MISSIONS WORK IN INDIA. 
· BECAUSE OF HIS COURAGE, PATIENCE AND PERSEVERENCE, WILLIAM CAREY ACHIEVED MUCH IN HIS LIFE HERE ON EARTH
· His life is a great example of what God can accomplish through a life that is fully surrendered to Him.
· When Carey died on June 9, 1834, “…there were in connection with the mission he founded in India some thirty missionaries, forty teachers, forty-five stations and substations, and approximately 600 church members.
In addition to this 

· He preserved and enhanced indigenous languages through Bible translation into many different dialects
· He was the first to publish on Science and Natural History in India
· He introduced the steam engine to India and gave local engineers the design so they could reproduce it
· He also developed locally produced paper so that locals would not have to purchase imported paper at higher prices
· He introduced the idea of a savings bank to India to protect the poor from loan sharks
· He was the first person to lead a campaign for the humane treatment of leprosy patients
· He was the father of print technology in India
· He established the first ever newspaper printed in an Oriental language – and sought to establish a ‘free press’
· He was the first to translate the Indian religious classics into English
· He wrote worship songs in Bengali
· He established dozens of schools in India, for both sexes – disregarding colonial fears and prejudice
· He founded the Agri-horticultural Society in India before the Royal Agricultural Society was formed in England
· He was concerned for the environment in India and wrote essays on forestry
· He established Indian lending libraries, and

· He fought for Women’s Rights in India – successfully working for legislation that would outlaw widow burning

BECAUSE OF HIS STRONG FAITH AND COURAGE WILLIAM CAREY ACHIEVED MUCH IN HIS LIFE TIME FOR GOD’S GLORY
I will finish with the words of the Apostle Paul near the end of his life, a man who was committed to following God’s plan for his life. The Apostle Paul wrote, 
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.”          (2 Timothy 4:8-9)
WE ALL NEED COURAGE TO FULFILL OUR GOD GIVEN DESTINY. IF WE:
1) HAVE A CLEAR GOD GIVEN VISION FOR OUR LIFE

2) HAVE AN UNSHAKEABLE TRUST IN GOD’S FAITHFULNESS

3) IF WE CONTINUALLY HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHER BELIEVERS, AND
4) CONTINUALLY MAINTAIN AN INTIMATE  UNSHAKEABLE WALK WITH THE LORD
WE TOO WILL HAVE THE COURAGE TO FULFILL ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED AND DESTINED FOR OUR LIFE
